
 

 

Mr. António Guterres 

Secretary-General 

United Nations 

New York, NY 10017 

 

April 8, 2019 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,  

 

We welcome your decision to initiate an inquiry that reviews the United Nations’ involvement in 

Myanmar since 2011 and are writing with some suggestions as to how to ensure it brings appropriate 

insights and changes to strengthen the UN’s ability to prevent such crises in the future.  We respectfully 

encourage you to ensure a transparent and thorough review process and, to have the greatest impact, we 

particularly request that you make the findings and recommendations of the inquiry public. 

 

We appreciate your appointment of Ambassador Gert Rosenthal to lead the inquiry and trust that his 

expertise in so many areas of the UN system will ensure a robust review. In addition to the internal 

review, we hope to see additional action taken to ensure accountability for the perpetrators and redress for 

the victims of the “ongoing genocide” in Myanmar1 which continues to this day. 

 

In its September 2018 report, the International Independent Fact Finding Mission on Myanmar 

recommended that such an inquiry be conducted “with a view to establishing whether everything possible 

to prevent or mitigate the unfolding crises was done; identifying lessons learned and good practice; 

making recommendations as appropriate, including on accountability; and enabling more effective work 

in future.”2 Similarly, in her 2018 report to the UN General Assembly, UN Special Rapporteur on human 

rights in Myanmar Yanghee Lee, called for a review of actions taken by the United Nations system in 

Rakhine State “regarding the implementation of its humanitarian and protection mandates and within the 

framework of the Human Rights Up Front initiative” that would “assess whether the United Nations and 

international community could have prevented or managed the situation differently and make 

recommendations for accountability if appropriate.”3 We were pleased to learn that you have authorized 

such a review, as recommended by those who have been studying the human rights impacts.  

 

In view of the seriousness of this crisis, we ask you to do everything possible to ensure that the review is 

conducted with sufficient resources to complete the inquiry and obtain the cooperation of all relevant UN 

agencies. In addition to consulting with current and former UN staff, the review team should engage 

directly with stakeholders in and outside of Myanmar, including by seeking information from non-

governmental organizations. Additionally, we strongly recommend that the report produced by the review 

team be made public, as reports from similar inquiries have been made available to the public.  

 

                                                           
1 Press briefing with Chair of the UN Fact-Finding Mission in Myanmar, Marzuki Darusman and UN Special 

Rapporteur on Myanmar, Yanghee Lee, 24 October 2018, available at 

https://www.unmultimedia.org/tv/unifeed/asset/2283/2283915/.  
2 Report of the detailed findings of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar, 

A/HRC/39/CRP.2, 17 September 2018, para. 1706. 
3 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, A/73/332, 20 August 2018, para. 

80(k). 

https://www.unmultimedia.org/tv/unifeed/asset/2283/2283915/


In your January 2018 remarks to the General Assembly4 and again in your remarks to the Human Rights 

Council in February,5 you reiterated your commitment to implementation of Human Rights Up Front 

(HRuF). We applaud this renewed commitment and, as a part of the review on Myanmar, urge the 

strengthening of HRuF and implementation of human rights protections in keeping with HRuF 

frameworks. Such action will allow agencies within the UN system to assess past performance and 

determine ways more effectively to alert the UN Security Council to human rights violations and take 

appropriate preventive action. At a time of increasing threats to human rights worldwide, the 

strengthening of the UN’s ability to take prompt measures to prevent atrocities is all the more urgent.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of these concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Harris 

Chief Executive Officer  

American Jewish Committee 

 

Robert Bank 

President and CEO 

American Jewish World Service  

 

Sharon Nazarian 

Senior Vice President for International Affairs 

ADL 

 

Mark Hetfield 

President and CEO 

HIAS 

 

Felice Gaer 

Director 

Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights 

 

Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub 

Coordinator 

Jewish Alliance of Concern Over Burma (JACOB) 

 

David Bernstein 

President and CEO 

Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

 

Susan Freudenheim 

Executive Director 

Jewish World Watch 

 

                                                           
4 UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Remarks at informal meeting of the General Assembly, 16 January 2018, 

available at https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2018-01-16/remarks-informal-meeting-general-assembly. 
5 UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Remarks at the 40th session of the Human Rights Council, 25 February 

2019, available at https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2019-02-25/secretary-generals-remarks-the-

human-rights-council-delivered. 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2018-01-16/remarks-informal-meeting-general-assembly

